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Resident recalls melodic music career

Wwoobpy WARLOW
Guest Writer
news@manateerivernews.com

During his career Alan Gerstel aced the
world of music, though he’s still waiting
for his first ace at Palm Aire.

Gerstel was a first violinist with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra for 30 years.
When he retired in 2004, he and wife
Nina headed for Sarasota and settled into
a home in the Palm Aire Community.

A native of Buffalo, his early interest in
music was strongly encouraged by his par-
ents and teachers. His father, the principal
violinist for the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra, was his first teacher. He
became a scholarship student at the New
England Conservatory of Music in Boston
and at age 20 was named assistant con-
certmaster of the Florida Symphony in

Orlando. He also spent three years with
the Buffalo Philharmonic, two years with
the Cincinnati Symphony and four at
Minneapolis.

In 1974 he took a
first violinist’s chair
in Detroit, helping
to carry the melody
for the 100-person
orchestra for the
next three decades.
He is “pleased and
honored to have
been part of such a GERSTEL
fine group of musicians.”

Gerstel is often asked about the opera-
tions of the orchestra. Instruments are
owned by the musicians, and the num-
ber of women has increased to about
half. Players come from as many as 50

nations.

Like all major orchestras, Detroit has
year-round contracts including nine vaca-
tion weeks. A usual workweek would
consist of four rehearsals and four con-
certs. There are typically concerts or
rehearsals five days a week.There is time
leftover to do some teaching, for both
school systems and private pupils.

The Detroit orchestra does a substantial
amount of touring in North America and
Europe, usually one to three weeks per
year. In 2001 it reopened the renovated
Van Wezel in Sarasota as part of a Florida
tour. Later that year it was the first U.S.
orchestra to resume European tours after
the 9/11 attacks.

Hiring a new orchestra member is a
rigorous task involving as many as 150
candidates for one position. The audi-

tion committee would sit unseen behind
a screen while each candidate played
assigned passages. Often there were three
or four rounds as the field was narrowed.
Sometimes no one was hired, the position
left open and a new search continued.

Gerstel is enjoying his retirement. His
music involvements in Sarasota are most-
ly attendance at concerts. He enjoys a
wide range of music with special interest
in Mahler and Brahms. He and Nina came
to Sarasota because they had friends here
and they liked the arts and the tempo.
They bought their house in 2002, two
years before they retired and moved.
They are on the golf courses several times
a week. Gerstel has a laudable handi-
cap (11 in late May) and is looking for
another ace to go with the one he had in
Rochester many years ago.

NoteWorthy

MCC groundskeeper

earns state certification

Jane Zoland, Manatee Community
College groundskeeper and chemical spe-
cialistat MCC,is a Florida Nursery,Growers
and Landscape Association (FNGLA)
Certified Horticulture Professional. She
passed an extensive written exam that
measures horticulture knowledge and
professional skills. Zoland, a Bradenton
resident, came to MCC in May 2007. A
landscaper for seven years prior, she

honed her skills in University of Florida/
Manatee County Extension Service train-
ing programs and specializes in Florida-
friendly landscaping.

Palmetto Elks donate
to Virgil Mills Elementary
Palmetto Elks Lodge No. 2449, true to
the Elks spirit of Elks Care/Elks Share and
recognizing the cutbacks in funds for the
local school district, voted at its Aug. 26
meeting to donate $300 to the Virgil Mills
Elementary School to purchase school
supplies for it’s kindergarten class.
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Dr. Michael G. Caruso

Dermatology Associates of Parrish and Ellenton are pleased
to welcome you to their new office at

8342 US 301 N, Parrish, FL 34219

Please call for an appointment, as openings are limited.

941-729-8978

Dr. Howard Oriba

Canoec¢ the Manatee River!

Explore miles up and downstream
the meandering Upper Manatee River!

Canoc & Kayak Rentals

Full Day $30-$35 « Half Day $25

Ice ¢ Bait ®* Snacks ¢ Soda e
10 min. from |-75 off SR-64
Open Daily Dawn to Dusk (closed Wednesdays)

Ray’s Canoe Hideaway
1289 Hagle Park Road, Bradenton 34212

Call owners MARK & LAURA Stukey at (941) 747-3909
www.RaysCanoeHideaway.com

Picnic Area ¢ Pet Friendly

Manatee Clerk of Court
wins national award

For the 15th consecutive year, the
Government Finance Officers Association
of the United States and Canada (GFOA)
has awarded Manatee County Clerk of
the Circuit Court and Comptroller R.B.
“Chips” Shore with the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting for the Manatee County Port
Authority’s Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report (CAFR). The Certificate
of Achievement is the highest form of
recognition in the area of governmental

accounting and financial reporting, and
its attainment represents a significant
accomplishment by a government agen-
cy and its management.

The report was judged by an impar-
tial panel to meet the high standards of
the program including demonstrating a
constructive “spirit of full disclosure” to
clearly communicate its financial story
and motivate potential users and user
groups to read the report.

“I am honored to be presented this
award as it reflects the diligence and
accuracy of my Finance Department,’
said Shore.

778-0773

== TRANE
% ir's Hard 10 Stop A Trane”

J ‘ LICHCFC048297

Family owned and operated
by Stewart & Trudy Moon !

www.air-energy.net

PLUMBING ¢ AIR CONDITIONING

Manatee’s Small Business of the Year!
#1 READER’S PREFERENCE AWARD 9 YEARS
#1 READER’S CHOICE (Island Sun) 6 YEARS
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Life just got easier!
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